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to-day in the minds of the people against cor-
porations, it grows out of a deep-seated con-
viction on their part that the legislation of the
country has been in favor of the corporation
and against the citizen. Let the citizens . .
. . know and understand that there are to be
no exclusive privileges, that the corporations
are simply to go into the State courts and there
assert their rights as any other citizen; that of
itself will disarm any honest man of preju-
dice. ...

" There is no such thing as shutting the eye
. . . . to the fact that there is a growing
tendency to-day in this country to concentration
of power in the hands of the few. I do not
charge in my remarks that this is the result of
any deliberate scheme of legislation; it is not
necessary here for me to do so; it is a fact
nevertheless. And whenever this Congress or
this House has the opportunity to strike down
that tendency, and to reduce all classes of
citizens to an equal footing, and to remand
them to common rights, they should avail them-
selves of the opportunity."121

Weaver's position in the House was an un-
usual one; for the first .time there was a group
of members who did not belong to either of the
two great parties. They were too small in num-
bers to hope to have much influence, but they
believed that they represented a considerable